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1. Declarations of Interest 
 
 

None 
 

- 

2. Questions from County Councillors 
 
Councillor Jean Fooks 
 
 
“The resurfacing works on the Cutteslowe 
and Woodstock roundabouts have meant 
that traffic has had to be diverted along 
Davenant Road in particular. Unfortunately 
they have had heavy vehicles of all kinds 
using the road as well as the buses and 
much other traffic – and not only during the 
hours of closure of the roundabouts. HGVs 
and others fail to follow diversion signs 
earlier and it looks as if SatNavs have 
started to direct people along this road at 
all times. It is not suitable for the large 
volumes of traffic currently using it day and 
night .  
  
It would be very helpful if the County 
Council could ensure that residents are 
forewarned about traffic diversions – both 
when and why they will occur.  
 
I am asking that the Council takes 
responsibility for this when appropriate – 
this would much reduce the concerns.  
 

 
 

Reply from the Cabinet Member for 
Environment 
 
“Residents are not typically informed 
of diversions because where 
practicable traffic is routed along a 
similar type of road.  However, where 
this is not the case, and traffic has to 
be diverted on to a road of a different 
nature, such as a residential road, 
then residents are and will continue to 
be informed.   
 
I will however re-iterate the 
importance of this to the project team 
as I appreciate that knowing about 
this and why it is happening is 
important for residents. 
 
The ability for the council to influence 
SatNav companies is difficult, and 
depending on the system used may 
only be updated periodically and not 
register temporary changes such as 
diversions.  Information such as 
diversions and closures are publicised 
by the council electronically and 
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I also ask that the Council investigates how 
to influence SatNav directions to avoid 
drivers being sent along unsuitable routes 
– this is a wide problem I know but with so 
many people now relying on a satnav, they 
need to be directed along suitable roads 
rather than just the shortest. “ 

 
Supplementary question from Councillor 
Fooks 
 
“I’m pleased to see that some notification 
is given when traffic is diverted down a 
road of a different nature. However, regular 
and unsuitable traffic constantly uses 
Davenant Road and that needs to be dealt 
with.  In light of that and the view that 
traffic authorities do have some powers to 
require SatNav companies to blank out 
such routes would you please do what you 
can to influence those companies to do 
exactly that?” 
 
 

available for SatNav providers to 
utilise. The County Council has, and 
will continue to when opportunities 
arise, look to work with providers to 
improve traffic information within 
SatNavs.”   

 
 
Reply from the Leader of the Council 
(Cabinet Member for Environment) 
 

“Some haulage companies do use 
industrial satnav systems which direct 
vehicles to more suitable alternative 
routes but some lorry drivers use car 
satnav systems which do not have up 
to date information regarding lorry 
route diversions. Unfortunately not all 
satnav companies use updated 
network information but I’m happy to 
try and do what I can to influence that 
they do.” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DEE(PF) 
 
 
 
 

3. Petitions and Public Address 
 
 

None 
 

- 

4. HS2 - Qualifying Authority 
Decision 
 
It is RECOMMENDED that the Cabinet 
Member for Environment: 

 
(a) agrees to Oxfordshire County 

Council becoming a Qualifying 
Authority in relation to the High 
Speed Rail (London-West Midlands) 
Bill; 

 
(b) delegates authority to the Director of 

Environment & Economy in 
consultation with the Cabinet 
Member for Environment, to 
undertake all necessary steps 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DEE(OS) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DEE(OS) 
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required to become a Qualifying 
Authority, including the signing of 
the Planning Memorandum and 
Service Level Agreement.   

 
 
 



 

ANNEX 
 
 
 
 


